X Mish writes in her introduction that Oklahoma is unexplored land in the minds of
most outsiders, and hopes the book will expand horizons by going beyond the state
Aa stereotypes. She divides the selections into writings that explore the outer and inner
landscapes--Who/What and Why/How (I admit, using journalistic structure sold me
Ty the minute I saw it). I'll do the same for Okies.

' A page from the table of contents

So don't assume the writing shows only the rural state. There is urban here too.
Consider some of the subjects--Waffle House, Runway Cafe, Kmart, Fort Sill, I-44,
Food 4 Less and the bombing memorial, for instance.The writers are all over the
map.

I'll admit, my favorites portray the rural, but the writing that explores Oklahoma's
inner landscape, where --as Mish writes in the introduction--it is difficult to be a
writer or different, is intriguing as well. Her introduction gives perspective to the
work--but I doubt you'll read it first. Flip through the pages and you'll be surprised.
Go back and read her comments for a new view of the state. Turn to the end of the
book for brief bios on all the writers. You'll discover another landscape of Oklahoma-
-the rich terrain of talented writers.

I want to highlight some of the selections, and that'll be in the next post. You can
order the book and view other publications at
http://www.mongrelempirepress.com/

<>



